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Undisputed- 

After the first three rounds of MXGP Rockstar 
Suzuki’s Clement Desalle has been the best rider. 
The 25 year old Belgian has not dropped out of 
the top three in six motos and picked up his first 
chequered flag at Neuquen last weekend. Cham¬ 
pionship form indeed as the ‘Panda’ keeps his red 
hue for the trip to Italy in two weeks 

Photo by Ray Archer 





MotoGP 


Just can’t get enough... 

Two decades on and Valentino Rossi still can¬ 
not stop winning. More than one eye-brow was 
raised at Qatar last weekend as MotoGP proves 
it can surprise even in the grip of the Marquez 
era. Eight months and seventeen races to go but 
the Yamaha star has first blood 

Photo by Milagro/Monster Energy 














On the verge... 

Ryan Dungey is a matter of weeks and days away 
from his second 450SX title and the very first for 
KTM. Victory in St Louis was expected and duly 
delivered and ‘5’ now just has to slip into champi¬ 
onship mode for the remaining four rounds to cre¬ 
ate a milestone for the Austrians 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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BACK PROTECTION SHOULDER PROTECTION 


— Integrated neck and torso protection for 
Adult and Junior riders 

— Neck protection CE certified as Personal 
Protective Equipment 89/686/EEC 

— CE certified for impact protection, 

1621-2 Level 1 back 
1621-3 Level 1 front 
1621-1 Shoulders 

_ 3 dimensional designed for perfect fit 

_ Easy to use, no-tool, sizing adjustments 
for a precise fit 

_ Extra Flank padding 

_ Lightweight 

_ Great comfort 

_ Well ventilated 
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MX GRAND PRIX OF ARGENTINA 


NEUQUEN ■ MARCH 29th • Rnd 3 of 18 

MXGP winner: Max Nagl, Husqvarna 
MX2 winner: Dylan Ferrandis, Kawasaki 









PLAY 


MXGP ARGENTINA 




A HEARTENING TRIP TO PATAGONIA UNVEILED A NEW AND ENRAPT 


AUDIENCE FOR MXGP AND WHILE MAX NAGL GAVE HUSQVARNA THEIR 
SECOND MXGP WIN OF THE YEAR THE PREMIER CLASS CONTINUES 


TO BE A FASCINATINGLY CLOSE AFFAIR BETWEEN THE CHIEF 
PROTAGONISTS. PROPS TO DYLAN FERRANDIS ALSO FOR AN MX2 
MILESTONE VICTORY AS JEFFREY HERLINGS CRASHES OUT 


By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 


NOSES II 





T hree continents and three very different 
events to start the 2015 FIM Motocross 
World Championship but the first Grand Prix of 
Argentina in twenty years was the standout so 
far and quite possibly of the season. The new 
track a short distance from the centre of Villa 
La Angostura was part of the reason, and a 
welcome diversion from the terrain and jumps 
found at Losail and Nakhonchaisri. The most 
notable factor however was the sheer enthu¬ 
siasm of the crowd. The facility was almost 
full on Saturday and was packed on Sunday. 
Riders, team staff and MXGP workers needed 
police escorts to enter the circuit both days as 
the traffic stacked-up. Perhaps slightly inexpli¬ 
cably MXGP’s highest hit rates on social media 
comes from Argentina and the excitement for 
the sport was tangible. The fever to see, speak 
and even touch the athletes was a serious rival 
for the fanaticism in Brazil. 8000 tickets had 
allegedly been pre-sold and a bulk of public 
from nearby Chile was also part of the throng. 

There is little doubt that influential support 
from the region and town helped make this 
Grand Prix happen and granted resources for a 
hefty amount of bush and jungle to be cleared 
to expand the track in what was a three month 
project. It was a sizeable investment and the 
first year of three in a contract for MXGP to 
plant some serious feet in Patagonia. 

So the stage was set and the paddock was 
relieved to find the many hours accumulated 
on planes, cars and buses was worthwhile. The 
circuit was teeming with staff and officials and 
it was an impressive inauguration. 

As Villa La Angostura turned out to be a pleas¬ 
ant surprise there was also a turn-up in MXGP 
with Max Nagl taking the Red Bull IceOne 
Husqvarna to a second win of the year and 
third from the last five rounds. It looked un¬ 
likely that the German would be so quick and 
so confident on Sunday. Like a great many 
Nagl was trying to figure out tyre choice and 
suspension set-up as the firm base of the track 
was deceptively harsh and slick. Large holes 
and kickers caught out several riders and there 
were at least half a dozen crashes through the 


back wheels kicking out and slipping away. 
Whatever 12’ and his team worked on for 
Sunday clearly allowed Nagl to find another 
two seconds a lap of speed. The former cham¬ 
pionship runner-up is ruthless when he is out 
front from the opening corners but here he cut 
through the leading sect with abandon and 
added another dynamic to his potential. Nagl 
is operating at his best since the days of being 
a factory KTM rider and even though fortune 
was on his side with a second moto engine stall 
in the gate seconds before the metal fell, his 
championship credentials are now established. 
“This year I am feeling better than ever, let’s 
say, but the championship is long and the main 
thing is ‘no injuries’,” he admitted. “This is not 
always in our hands, so I really hope I can stay 
injury-free. I am working hard in the week to 
make my pace even better. We will try to con¬ 
tinue in this way.” 

Nagl does not have the red plate though. His 
ownership started in Qatar and ended in Thai¬ 
land and Rockstar Suzuki’s Clement Desalle re¬ 
mains ten points ahead. The Belgian was error- 
free in the first moto and normally so strong 
on wicked terrain like that found in Argentina. 
Desalle has won Grand Prix every year since 
his emergence in 2009 but this is perhaps his 
stoutest vein of form and potential since 2010 
and when he claimed three of the first five 
rounds. He has maintained his speed (his third 
place in the second moto in ARG was his worst 
so far) but seems to have dropped his level of 
risk-taking and is a formidable prospect. He 
was only briefly rattled in the second moto 
when Nagl and Cairoli caught up but did not 
over-extend in chase of that first overall victory. 
When Desalle crossed the finish line and could 
see Nagl ahead celebrating with his team in 
the pitlane then was a slight shake of the head 
and gesture of apology to the Suzuki box but 
his steadfast approach meant he was stoic and 
immediately took consolation in the fact that he 
still heads the table. MXGP is fantastically tight 
this year and Desalle is just 27 points in front 
of three other riders: Nagl, Cairoli and Ryan Vil- 
lopoto. 









Hpisyi 


Ferrandis was the liveJist MX2 rider in Ar¬ 
gentina even if Herling’s superiority means 
thajt the KTM man remains the rider to 
catch on the 250s. Dylan’s efforts on the 
track were certainly a bit better than the 
comedy ‘bandito’ facial hair attempt... 



The American was dedicated, attacking and in 
default mode but his chances of running with 
Desalle and Nagl were limited by his starts 
and were quite unlike anything that enabled 
him to blast away so emphatically in the first 
moto in Thailand. At one stage he looked as 
though he might be able to overtake Cairoli 
for third place as the top six were circulat¬ 
ing within ten-twelve seconds of each other. 
Villopoto was the darling of the South Ameri¬ 
can crowd but he couldn’t trouble the top 
three and two fourth positions meant that the 
former AMA Champ still has just one MXGP 
podium appearance to his credit. 

Accompanied and even digesting some of 
the feedback of ex-MotoGP Champion Casey 
Stoner, Villopoto looked to be waging a war 
with his feeling on the motorcycle. In short, 
he was quick but unthreatening and remains 
work in progress. He still fared better than 
Monster Energy KRT team-mate Tyla Rattray 
who had been unable to train after Thailand 
due to a virus that knocked the South African 
out for almost a week. 

Cairoli and Nagl had a little spat in the start 
gate before the launch of the first moto with 
the world champion allegedly stealing the 
German’s slot (and Nagl is normally meticu¬ 
lous with his prep). While Nagl diplomatically 
declined to comment on the incident after¬ 
wards Cairoli was put on the spot in the post¬ 
race press conference. “Nothing special hap¬ 
pened,” he said. “We had a little conversation. 

I don’t want to say it here and I keep it for 
me...but it says a lot about his person [ality] 
and we keep it like this.” The Sicilian took pole 
position but admitted that he struggled on 
Saturday with the altitude of the venue affect¬ 
ing his asthma. In the first moto he was the 
best challenger to Desalle but a last lap finale 
when on the Suzuki’s tail was wrecked by a 
spectacular ‘superman’ get-off from which 
‘222’ was thankfully uninjured. 

Shaun Simpson’s holeshot was eye-catching 
in the first moto and his potential on a pri¬ 
vateer KTM is in contrast to that of Ken De 
Dycker who continues to waiver on the 2016 


Red Bull factory bike. The Scot threw away 
top ten finishes through a crash in the first 
moto and shocking crash in the second race 
when he cannoned into the improving Evgeny 
Bobryshev after finding out too late that his 
rear brake hose had broken. The other notice¬ 
able occurrence from MXGP was the lack of 
presence from Gautier Paulin who was clearly 
not feeling confident on the HRC machine 
and carried a serious demeanour through the 
weekend. The Frenchman did not hang around 
after the second moto and registering fifth 
overall. 

Dylan Ferrandis has been patient and at times 
unlucky in his pursuit of MX2 Grand Prix vic¬ 
tory in the past two seasons. In Argentina it 
was the Frenchman’s turn to benefit from rac¬ 
ing circumstances and when Red Bull KTM’s 
Jeffrey Herlings - a usual MX2 force of nature 
by winning all races up until Argentina - was 
punted out of action on the first lap of the 
opening moto then he seized the ‘crack in the 
door’ left by the Dutchman to forge ahead. 
Ferrandis almost blew it by crashing from 
third to seventh in the second race (and with 
Herlings installed at the front once more) but 
his comfort and capacity on the dark soil was 
enough to pull him back up to second. “In my 
head I couldn’t believe it,” he said. “I had lost 
so many GPs like that when it had been pos¬ 
sible to win. For sure I had that on my mind 
but I was feeling good on the bike and pushed 
really hard.” 

I was stood in the KTM paddock box at the 
end of the first moto with Herlings having 
treatment on his left ankle and mechanic 
Rami hurriedly overhauling the damaged 
250SX-F. ‘84’ was just explaining what had 
happened over the jump next to the biggest 
spectator enclosure when Pauls Jonass (again 
displaying maturity and strength for a second 
successive podium finish) burst in and began 
apologising for the incident. Herlings had not 
known who had nudged him free from the 
bike while in the air and wore a disapproving 
expression when the young Latvian tried to 
rationalise how he scrubbed and clipped his 
team-mate. 







“I don’t have eyes in my back. I couldn’t scrub 
otherwise I would have hit Sterry. Luckily I was 
fine but the bike was yard-sale. It was tough to 
leave the track on the first lap because I had 
been feeling good all weekend long and was 
fastest in every session,” Herlings said later in 
the post-race press conference which he at¬ 
tended as championship leader; a distinction 
he holds despite being level on points in the 
standings with Ferrandis and thanks to his su¬ 
perior win rate. It did mean that any chance of 
a perfect season (something looking increas¬ 
ingly likely again after the early throes of 2015) 
were gone. “Yeah! That’s true!” he concurred. 
“Things were going really well and I had won 
all the qualifying motos so far. I really felt I 
could go for a good season and win as much 
as possible but things like this happen. I didn’t 
expect somebody to jump into my back but for 
sure he did not do it on purpose. It was just a 
race incident and we’ll move on. I’m happy we 
are both safe but yeah...the perfect season has 
gone again. Motocross is a rough sport like we 
all know.” 

Rockstar Suzuki’s Jeremy Seewer was in at¬ 
tendance and the Swiss’ third position with a 
5-5 has come early in just his second GP term 
and first as a full Pro after graduating from his 
studies last summer. ‘91’ is definitely one to 
watch. 

The traffic ebbed and flowed out of the circuit 
after the more affluent fans invaded the pad- 
dock to buy souvenirs from the teams and rid¬ 
ers and rumours circulated of a second Grand 
Prix soon to hit Argentine shores. On the 
evidence of Neuquen then there is a definitely 
hungry audience in this part of the world. 





Pauls Jonass was again solid and impressive. His run-in 
with Herlings showed his inexperience on the first lap 
of the first moto but he rarely over-stepped his limit. 
Already third in the world championship and with two 
trophies to his name it seems KTM have found their 
replacement for Herlings when the Dutchman (right) 
makes his expected move to MXGP in ‘16 
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Evgeny Bobryshev is slowly feeling his way back 
into podium contention on the works CRF450RW. 
The Russian was fifth in the first moto and vying 
for a trophy until being hit by Shaun Simpson on 
the first lap of the next race. With Gautier Paulin 
in the same team ‘Bobby’ is able to operate under 
the radar. His progress will be interesting to chart 
in the next six races and to mid-season 
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Fourth position and another high finish 
for Thomas Covington who ran near the 
leaders despite the draining effects of 
a stomach-virus. A first podium for the 
American cannot be far away 












811, Adam Sterry, had a great Grand 
Prix baptism in MX2 and is another 
exciting British youngster to trouble 
the world championship scene. The 
Forkrent Wilvo KTM man went 11-11 
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MXGP ARGENTINA 



Fifth overall for Jeremy Van Horebeek who is still 
waiting for that first 2015 podium. The Belgian 
tweaked his left thumb in a first moto fall and bore 
the pain to beat his fiery team-mate Romain Febvre 
in the second race. JVH seems to have become used 
to the pressure and expectation of being a leading 
light in MXGP. He knows it is now time to deliver 
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Shaun Simpson plays to the crowd in practice, 
The British Champion has been starting 
brightly on that privateer KTM and said his 
results still do not show his potential 


MXGP ARGENTINA 


CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Max Nagl, GER 

Husqvarna 

2 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

3 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

4 

Ryan Villopoto, USA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Honda 


MXGP STANDINGS 

AFTER 3 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Clement Desalle 

133 

2 

Max Nagl 

123 

3 

Tony Cairoli 

123 

4 

Ryan Villopoto 

106 

5 

Gautier Paulin 

96 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Dylan Ferrandis, FRA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Pauls Jonass, LAT 

KTM 

3 

Jeremy Seewer, SUI 

Suzuki 

4 

Thomas Covington, USA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Tim Gajser, SLO 

Honda 


MX2 STANDINGS 

AFTER 3 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

125 

2 

Julien Lieber 

125 

3 

Dylan Ferrandis 

122 

4 

Tim Gajser 

82 

5 

Alex Tonkov 

81 





































6D’s™ patented Omni-Directional Suspension™ (ODS™) is a superior impact management solution that significantly red 
low-threshold energy, and high-velocity energy transfer to the brain from crash impact. Learn more at BDeurope.com 
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CALL FROM 



Double MotoGP World Champion Casey Stoner 
was a surprise visitor to the Grand Prix of 
Argentina. The Australian was a constant pres¬ 
ence in the Monster Energy Kawasaki Racing 
Team pit area alongside friend Ryan Villopoto. 
We managed to grab ten minutes with the cur¬ 
rent Honda HRC employee in between motos 
and who is planning a return to motorcycle 
competition for the first time since 2012... 












First impressions of being here in Villa La An¬ 
gostura? 

Quite honestly I’m loving it. I don’t think we 
could have come to a more beautiful part of the 
world to watch a Grand Prix. The track looks 
fairly good. It is a little bit strange the way it is 
set-up but everybody has to deal with the same 
thing. It has created some bloody good racing 
so far. I’m enjoying being at a race track and 
not feeling any pressure. 

You’re not just sitting in the VIP lounge sip¬ 
ping cocktails. You seem to be quite involved 
and KRT are asking your opinions and wanting 
your input... 

It is a different experience but similar to when I 
went to watch Ryan last year at the supercross. 

I ended up becoming very good friends with 
him so I’m not just going to sit back when I 
believe I might have some input that can help. 
Even though motocross is not my forte is it still 
a motorcycle and still motorsport. I can watch 
and I know what I see. I know dirt very well and 
have ridden it my whole life so I can give feed¬ 
back to a certain degree: another pair of eyes 
and a perspective. A lot of the guys here are 
mechanics and engineers but they don’t neces¬ 
sarily know the details from a rider’s view. 

Still are you surprised by how receptive people 
have been? I doubt the same would happen if 
a motocrosser engaged with a MotoGP team... 

Yeah...but everything I’ve said they have actual¬ 
ly seen some sense in it. After the first session 
I listened and made a few comments and they 
obviously thought ‘well, he’s not that crazy’. 

Dirt guys have not spent all their lives on the 
road and road bikes are a very unique piece of 
machinery. There are a few road race guys - 
not many - who have spent their lives on a dirt 
bike so we know what we are talking about. I 
know about grip levels and about suspension 
and how it is working. I believe that sometimes 
I can see some of the finer details than maybe 
other people...just because of my experience. 


I know it is just one weekend and only a mat¬ 
ter of hours but do you think coming more 
frequently here or to other races in the future 
you might be able to get involved on a deeper 
level? Actually start advising? 

Honestly I have thought about it...I have 
watched people going around Phillip Island 
and I can basically call out their lap-time be¬ 
fore they go across the line and I’ll be within a 
tenth [of a second]. Purely by watching them 
on the track, where they have gone, how wide, 
their corner speed on TV. I can see where they 
are going wrong. That was my track and I know 
a lot of the little secrets. It was not because 
I went there more than anybody else but be¬ 
cause it was a fast track I liked. I think I can see 
things in some areas where other people can¬ 
not, just like others could see things about me 
sometimes when they were looking from the 
outside. Unfortunately people who don’t know 
what it is like cannot really comment...and they 
shouldn’t. They are too many people that do. 

I would not comment unless I was sure. There 
is no point in talking just to talk. I’ll give my 
opinion and that’s not to say it is what needs to 
be done but it is another piece of info. 

This track at Villa La Angostura has been built 
by Greg Atkins, a Kiwi, who says the terrain is 
similar to what he can find at home. Have you 
found anything similar in Australia? 

I haven’t seen anything like it to be honest. In 
New Zealand I can see similarities with some 
of the dirt there. In Australia we have a lot of 
hard-pack tracks and sand. The sandy ones 
can be good but the hard-pack is tough to ride 
and not always enjoyable, they rough up pretty 
bad. Generally I like softer tracks and nice, dark 
loamy soil; that’s my favourite. 

Even though it is early days what is your in¬ 
sight into Ryan’s season and how it is going? 

It is very early days but the biggest thing he 
seems to be struggling with is the communica¬ 
tion with the different nationalities, how to deal 


with Europe. I think the team would like him to 
do things their way when I honestly think they 
should maybe step back and learn from him 
rather than vice-versa and let him bring what 
he ‘has’ over here. I think there are a few things 
that the Europeans do better and he needs to 
learn those areas, but he is as good as he is for 
a reason and maybe they are trying to dictate a 
bit too much. They should work with him in¬ 
stead of trying to create him into something. 

Talking shop: how has the reaction been to 
the news about the racing return at the Eight 
Hour? 

It has been very positive in some ways but I am 
also getting a lot of flack from people saying: “I 
thought you had retired? What is all this crap, 
blah, blah”. I am not coming out of retirement. I 
retired from MotoGP! I didn’t retire from rac¬ 
ing. It should be a nice bit of fun. The bike is 
nice and easy to ride compared to a GP bike. 

I couldn’t imagine doing that many hours on 
a MotoGP bike. I don’t think people would be 
able to finish the race; it is insane. So these 
bikes are easier and a lot more comfortable. I 
have some very good team-mates so it should 
be fun. 

They have been hundreds of fans here waiting 
for a glimpse or autograph from Ryan. Maybe 
you will have a similar effect in Japan. It is a 
prestigious race that has lost a bit of allure 
in recent years so maybe your name will add 
some more glamour... 


That’s what I’d like to see to be honest and a 
series like MotoGP is really ruining a race like 
that because of the amount of races they put 
on the calendar. It is ridiculous, and it should 
be capped at fifteen or sixteen otherwise they 
will be racing every frickin weekend. If there 
was time to break in the middle of the season 
then they could put the Eight Hour on and the 
big names could come. Now it has lost some 
prestige because those names can’t do it. I al¬ 
ways wanted to do it from a long time ago and 
now it is my chance. I certainly wouldn’t have 
wanted to while still racing MotoGP. It is a good 
opportunity. 

Lastly I hear you are planning to head to the 
Catalan MotoGP round and maybe then onto 
the Italian MXGP. Is that visit to Barcelona for 
any promo duties or just to shake hands and 
see some friends? Ryan went to Anaheim 1 
this year but apparently didn’t turn up until 
after practice and was pretty low-key... 

Just shaking hands and seeing friends. We will 
be in Europe anyway because we haven’t been 
for a few years. We’ll see some sponsors and 
some friends in Italy and also in Switzerland 
for a visit. We’ll got to another motocross and a 
Grand Prix [MotoGP] to tie it all in together. 























TALKING POINTS... 

By Adam Wheeler 


I t is fair to say that it hasn’t been an easy time 
for motocross in the past three weeks. First 
there was the criticism from some comers over 
the inability of several Grand Prix athletes to 
deal with forty degree heat for round two of the 
series in Thailand - one of those classic exam¬ 
ples of people finding it incredibly easy to judge 
from the comfort of their armchair and with their 
smartphone at their fingertips. Secondly MX2 
World Champion Jordi Tixier’s moment of mad¬ 
ness while receiving treatment from exhaustion 
at Nakhonchaisri that led to a month suspension 
from FIM competition and caused him to miss 
the Grand Prix of Argentina. Then, mainly for 
British fans concerned at the direction of their 
national series, the domestic competition in the 
UK reached a nadir with the 2015 opening round 
of eight taking place in an allegedly unsuitable 
venue with the stench of politics, self-interest and 
agenda hovering over the Hilton Park circuit. The 
level of dissatisfaction from some key teams and 
participants was accentuated by the horrific injury 
to one of the championship protagonist’s Mel 
Pocock and subsequent debate over the medical 
facilities provided. 

Pocock’s mangled right hand leaves the former 
European Champion’s career in the balance while 
the health and credibility of the British contest 
will be under scrutiny for at least the rest of 
2015 and maybe more in the long-term. I haven’t 
attended a round of the series for at least half 
a decade so I am not in a position to cast any 
judgement on the state of a competition that 
many have regarded - not least ACU Events - as 
one of the premium national MX championships 
in Europe. I was alarmed to read some of the pas¬ 
sionate and no-holds-barred interviews on web¬ 


sites like MXvice.com that have done a good job 
in serving the concerns and views of their princi¬ 
pal readership. The strength of words mentioned 
by people like Forkrent Wilvo team owner Steve 
Turner makes me believe that perhaps some 
policies can change for the better (circuits are 
reviewed, teams better treated and some forward 
thinking is applied) but there is all-too-familiar 
feeling that the furore will just ebb back into a 
status quo as time passes. 

As for Thailand...I was standing barely twenty 
metres away from the waves section where 
Jeremy Seewer crashed his factory Suzuki and 
Tixier binned his works Kawasaki with the cheq¬ 
uered flag only another thirty metres further up 
the track. I’ve never seen an incident like it, but 
watching the Swiss and Frenchman effectively 
lose control of their bodies and with barely the 
strength to stand let alone recover their motorcy¬ 
cles was genuinely startling. Seewer even stum¬ 
bled towards me trackside and I had to tell him to 
sit down as members of his team, track staff and 
medical crew ripped off his kit and threw water 
over a twenty year old that looked as though he 
might combust. The heat was intoxicating. Literal¬ 
ly. Every person deals differently with conditions. 

It was too much for Seewer, Tixier, Tim Gajser 
and even race winner Jeffrey Herlings required 
post-race attention whereas other more expe¬ 
rienced hands in MXGP knew that pacing their 
motos was key. 

For idiots to throw criticism and jibes online as 
the medical centre started to rapidly fill and race 
officials decided to reduce the second moto by 
five minutes showed staggering ignorance. For 
months the vast majority of Grand Prix riders 



have been training, testing and preparing in a 
winter climate. Thanks to experience in 2013 and 
’14 people knew that Thailand would be humid 
and draining but this was a new level and the 
contrast was clearly too great. Individuals have 
died in American national races in the past and 
the last tragedy was cited by U.S. Champion and 
MXGP winner Ryan Villopoto to prioritise safety. 

The call to shorten the moto was met with re¬ 
lief by some and indifference by others but the 
consensus accepted the reasoning. Aside from 
the 2013 German round at a frying Lausitzring, 
Nakhonchaisri was the hottest and stuffiest Grand 
Prix I have attended since 2001 and with some 
big crashes already seen by riders such as Tom¬ 
my Searle and Julien Lieber then the FIM cannot 
be blamed for wanting to moderate the possibili¬ 
ties for more disaster. 

I think there is a certain amount of sympathy that 
can be directed Jordi Tixier's way. My previous 
dealings with the young Frenchman have led me 
to believe that he is a quiet, friendly and almost 
gentle person, certainly not one to lash out. As 
with Seewer - who claims he has no memory 
of what happened to him post-crash - the heat 
was a mitigating factor but Tixier has also been 
under pressure thanks to the weight of that T 
on front of the Kawasaki and a damp start to his 
title defence. There is little doubt that if you ‘do 
the crime then pay the time' in this situation and 
the FIM rightly took a dim view of his behaviour 
and set the bar in case any other GP athlete can¬ 
not resist the urge to talk with their fists. Tixier 
immediately issued an apology in Thailand and 
understandably has been in anguish by the turn 
of events. It is naturally a vast learning experience 


and if he can retaliate from the purgatory with 
the same zest that took him to the 2014 MX2 title 
then it might even be of some benefit. It will be 
curious to see what Jordi Tixier turns up in Italy. 

After the controversy it was refreshing and re¬ 
assuring to find a new wave of enthusiasm for 
MXGP in Argentina. The new track at Nakhon¬ 
chaisri caused more than a few noses to be 
turned up but the fresh build at Villa La Ango¬ 
stura was highly rated thanks to the peculiar dirt 
that helped fashion different racing conditions 
compared to the two precious Grands Prix. As 
in Brazil it was genuinely enthusing to see such 
eagerness and anticipation for MXGP. It only gets 
harder to draw big audiences to premier sport 
events in the second decade of the century due 
to finance and a lifestyle where the pace has 
quickened and time is precious. Argentina has 
seemingly been waiting for MXGP and the public 
responded even for quite a hefty entry fee (im¬ 
posed by the organiser and set almost at Europe¬ 
an levels). Patagonia involves such a massive hike 
for the teams and the championship - perhaps 
the biggest since the Japanese GPs run between 
2005 and 2007 - but round three of the 2015 
campaign proved that there is a market and a fol¬ 
lowing for the sport. 



PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE AS STANDARD 

With the KTM 450 SX-F, you’re perfectly equipped for the world’s toughest racing series. 
Supercross performance, high-end components and premium equipment with no compromises. 
Ryan Dungeyand KTM: Premium Power, READY TO RACE. 


450 SX-F 
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MotoGP 


PLAY 


VALENTINO ROSSI STARTED HIS TWENTIETH SEASON IN 


GRAND PRIX WITH VICTORY IN QATAR WHILST DUCATI 
SHOWED THEY MEAN BUSINESS IN 2015 & MARC 
MARQUEZ PAID THE PRICE FOR AN UNCHARACTERISTIC 
ERROR ON THE FIRST CORNER IN THE DESERT. 


By Joe Beale 

Photos by HRC/Ducati/suzuki-racing.com 
yamahamotogp.comMilagro/Northcott 
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I n achieving the 109th win and 197th podium 
of a remarkable career as he commenced his 
twentieth season in Grand Prix competition in 
vintage style, Valentino Rossi once again dem¬ 
onstrated all the qualities that have made him 
one of the greatest riders of all time. 

Overcoming the resurgent power of the Ducatis 
and taking full advantage of an early error in 
the round one Qatar race from Repsol Honda’s 
young World Champion Marc Marquez, this was 
one of the best rides of Rossi’s long and illustri¬ 
ous career. 

The adrenaline was pumping for riders and fans 
alike right up until Rossi crossed the finish line 
0.174s ahead of his Ducati-equipped compatriot 
Andrea Dovizioso, with Dovi’s colleague Andrea 
lannone nearby in third for his first premier 
class rostrum result. After the race Rossi and 
Dovizioso each rated the battle amongst their 
best ever fights in Grand Prix and both thanked 
their factories for putting together such strong 
technical packages for 2015. 

Dovizioso started the evening on pole having 
topped Q2 by over two tenths on his powerful 
new Desmosedici GP15 prototype which had 
been debuted relatively late in 2015 pre-season 
testing. Dovi and lannone looked threatening in 
the race and Pramac Racing’s Yonny Hernandez 
made the top ten having run towards the front 
in the early stages. 

The raw power of the Italian bike was clear to 
see on the start-finish straight as Dovizioso 
outpaced Rossi under the floodlights several 
times in the latter stages of the contest, but the 
Yamaha rider used his race craft to squeeze 
everything from his beloved YZR-M1 to secure 
maximum points at the death. It was an even 
greater display considering Rossi had not been 
on the pace in practice and qualified down in 
eighth on the grid. 

So what of Rossi’s colleague Jorge Lorenzo and 


Honda’s title-holder Marquez? Lorenzo led for 
much of the race as he made a fantastic start 
and held off Dovizioso and lannone for several 
laps but the Spaniard faded in the final laps 
(he complained of some dislodged foam in this 
helmet obscuring his vision) and eventually 
just missed the podium, though it was hardly a 
disaster for the 2010 and 2012 World Champion 
compared with his crash in the 2014 Qatar race. 

Marquez however, will regard the result as noth¬ 
ing short of disastrous after running long at the 
first corner and having to fight through from 
the back of the field for fifth. Neither he nor his 
colleague Dani Pedrosa - who crossed the line 
sixth - had the pace to challenge for the po¬ 
dium in the second half of the outing and HRC 
will busily analyse every piece of data at their 
disposal before round two at the Circuit of the 
Americas. 

Marquez’s record at the Texan track suggests 
he will be straight back on course at COTA, but 
the pressure has certainly been cranked up on 
the factory Honda pair. Indeed it emerged after 
the race that Pedrosa had been struggling again 
with arm-pump symptoms, as he did last sea¬ 
son, with another surgery being considered to 
alleviate the issue. 

Another HRC rider with a point to prove in the 
second Grand Prix of the year is Cal Crutchlow 
as he finished seventh on his CWM LCR Honda 
debut in Qatar. Crutchlow had it all to do after 
crashing in Q2 and ending up 12th on the grid 
and he will aim to get closer to the podium in 
the coming rounds, especially whilst his techni¬ 
cal package gives him some parity with the fac¬ 
tory riders in the early part of the year. Crutch- 
low’s rookie team-mate Jack Miller found the 
going tough on the Open Honda on his MotoGP 
debut and suffered a frustrating DNF on the 
last lap though time is of course on the young 
Australian’s side. 
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“In the last three seasons I always rode solid races and arrived 
on the podium but to come back with a victory is another 
thing. I am so happy because we suffered a lot during the 
practices and also the tests, but we worked very well for the 
22 laps race and I was very strong. It was definitely one of the 
best races of my career, considering where we were on Satur¬ 
day. I really have to thank all my team, my engineers and all at 
Yamaha because I think we did something amazing.” 
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Bradley Smith and his Tech 3 team-mate Pol 
Espargaro made steady starts to the season to¬ 
wards the back of the top ten, whilst Pol’s broth¬ 
er Aleix finished his first race on the return¬ 
ing Suzuki prototype in 11th place - some 20 
seconds behind race winner Rossi. Clearly the 
Japanese factory have work to do but watching 
the elder Espargaro’s progress throughout the 
year should be fun. Aleix’s teammate Maverick 
Vinales scored points in 14th on his MotoGP de¬ 
but having made a slowish start. Vinales loves 
Austin and will be relishing the trip across the 
Atlantic for round two. 

In Moto2 crashes for pole man and early race 
leader Sam Lowes and World Champion Tito 
Rabat opened up the intermediate class contest. 
Johann Zarco came through to lead for much 
of the race but nearly crashed into the pit wall 
as he got distracted by a gear shifter fault with 
three laps to go and ended up eighth, behind 
winner Jonas Folger and podium finishers Xa¬ 
vier Simeon and Tom Luthi. 

In the lightweight class veteran Alexis Masbou 
took a deserved win from pole, outpacing Enea 
Bastianini and Danny Kent to the line as Honda 
dominated the top five. The race was led twice 
by the brilliant 15 year-old Frenchman Fabio 
Quartararo, who came home seventh in a close 
front group and is sure to provide plenty more 
breath-taking moments throughout his rookie 
term. 
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“We should be happy because we have salvaged eleven important 
points, when we could easily have left here with none. It was a tough 
race, in which I made a mistake at the first corner and dropped back 
to last place. This meant that I had to make a comeback, pushing 
hard all through the race, but in the end I saw that I could not catch 
the group at the front. The positive that I’ll take from today is that we 
rode at a similar pace to the lead group. In Austin we will continue to 
work hard, with an even stronger desire to do well.” 











“This is a special result for Ducati and for me, after everything we have 
been through in the last few years, and it rewards the work that we have 
done together to arrive at this point. I never expected to be so competi¬ 
tive in the first race, and it really is an extraordinary result. I want to 
thank all the engineers and the people in Bologna, who managed to get 
the bike ready in time for the Sepang 2 tests, the mechanics who have 
worked so hard this weekend and all the guys in Ducati Corse for the 



commitment they have demonstrated with this project, lannone and I 
managed to get two podiums for Ducati and that’s a great result, but 
above all now I believe that this is only a starting point for the future, 







“It’s a really special moment for me in my first race 
for the factory Ducati team and I am really happy for 
this. In the beginning I didn’t think this would be pos¬ 


sible for me but now I am really emotional with my first 


podium, it is a fantastic moment,” he said. The bike is 


really good, it is really strong and this winter the guys 


worked a lot to improve the bike and I am really happy 


for this because I ride very well. In my first race I go up 


to the podium here and it is so fantastic for me.” 








JORGE LORENZO 


“To be honest, I thought that I could win the race, 
though it surely wasn’t going to be easy, because Val¬ 
entino had a very strong pace at the end of the race. I 
was feeling better and better, but suddenly there was 



something wrong when in the top part of the helmet 
the foam came loose and came down so I lost half of 
my vision. I couldn’t see the corners very well and 
couldn’t concentrate or ride like before and I was los¬ 
ing half a second or more per lap. In a race where, at 
minimum I could fight for the win, I finished fourth.” 
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LOSING GRIP... 


By David Emmett 

W ell, that was quite the season opener. There 
were so many good things to talk about in 
all three Grand Prix classes after the first races 
of 2015 that it’s hard to know where to start. So 
perhaps it’s better to start with the bad news: 

Dani Pedrosa. 

Pedrosa gave an emotional statement to reporters 
on Sunday night, saying that he was switching his 
focus from racing to getting the arm pump in his 
right forearm fixed. Reporters were not allowed to 
ask questions, leaving quite a lot unanswered, but 
Pedrosa’s words made it clear that this is a very 
serious situation indeed. If he can't find a solu¬ 
tion, then the implication is that he may have to 
consider hanging up his leathers completely. That 
decision, however, is still a long way down the 
road. 

Where did this predicament come from? It seems 
that the Spaniard has been suffering with arm 
pump for over a year. It first appeared at the 
end of 2013, and plagued him all through pre¬ 
season testing for 2014 and the first few races of 
last year. He had surgery to fix the problem after 
the Jerez race in May, at which point he told the 
media that the problem was gone. He was lying. 
Together with Honda, he hid the problem from 
the media, using the intervening period to try 
to find a medical solution. He took advice from 
many doctors, all of whom advised him against 
surgery. He has already had two operations so 
far, which make the chances of a third operation 
failing much greater. Instead of fixing the prob¬ 
lem, another operation could make things much 
worse. 

Instead, Pedrosa turned to alternative ways of 
treating the condition. He did not go into what 
those were, saying only that they were ‘less ag¬ 
gressive’ than surgery. He had hoped that these 
treatments would solve the problem but the first 


race of the season made it painfully clear that 
they had not. Pedrosa’s pace slowed by half a 
second in the second half of the race, leaving him 
ten seconds adrift of the leaders. 

Pedrosa's announcement shed a new light on 
his recent form. In 2012, the Repsol Honda rider 
came up just short of his first title, winning seven 
races in the process. In 2013, he won three races, 
but still finished third with the highest points total 
ever scored for a rider in that position. 2014, by 
contrast, was lacklustre, Pedrosa ending a distant 
fourth. When we asked him about it, he put his 
problems down to a shift of strategy, his team 
sacrificing speed at the beginning of the race in 
pursuit of more speed at the end. The real story 
may be that they were doing this to try to make 
the bike easier for him to handle at the end of the 
race, once the arm pump kicked in. 

Pedrosa's predicament illustrates just how slen¬ 
der the thread is from which a rider’s career 
hangs. A medical condition that in any other walk 
of life could be solved by changing working prac¬ 
tices, or using some form of assistance, threatens 
to put an end to Pedrosa’s racing. Put simply, 
arm pump is a result of having to grip the bars 
too tightly for too long. The muscles in the fore¬ 
arm consist of bundles of muscle fibres wrapped 
in a membrane called fascia. Under severe exer¬ 
tion, and as a result of training, the muscle fibres 
expand. But the fascia encasing them does not 
stretch so well, and so the fibres start to crowd 
out the blood vessels and nerves with which they 
share space in the fascia. Like an overcrowded 
Tube carriage, there is not enough room, and so 
the muscle fibres squeeze veins and nerves, and 
press painfully against the fascia. The result is 
severe pain, rock hard forearms, and in the worst 
cases, a loss of blood flow and feeling in the 
hands. 



The simple solution is not to exert your arms. Stop 
training, stop riding, and the symptoms go away 
after a certain time. For a MotoGP rider - or a 
motocross rider, as they suffer the problem even 
worse - that is simply not a solution. Changes 
in riding style can sometimes help: trying to ride 
more loosely, and loosening the grip on the bars. 
But that can also quickly lead to disaster, as the 
bike can more quickly get away from you com¬ 
pletely, sending your for a painful tumble through 
the gravel. The most common solution is surgery, 
cutting the fascia which enclose the muscle fibres, 
literally giving them more room to expand. The 
forearms of most MotoGP riders already bear the 
scars of that operation. The success rate is far 
from 100%, however, and often it merely delays 
the reappearance of arm pump. 

To be forced to retire due to this complaint sounds 
ridiculous but it is the harsh reality of racing. 
Competing at the very highest level places unreal 
demands on the human body. Even the slightest 
weakness can mean the difference between finish¬ 
ing first or fifteenth. For racers, used to coping with 
pain from weekly crashes, it is hard to accept be¬ 
ing restricted by vague and indefinable problems. 
For fans, accustomed to the sight of riders break¬ 
ing arms, collarbones, legs and then climbing back 
in the saddle the very next day, seeing riders out 
with injuries which leave them still capable of walk¬ 
ing around looking relatively healthy is positively 
mystifying. 

Riders who suffer such problems are often shocked 
to find fans heaping opprobrium upon them. When 
Ben Spies retired due to shoulder problems, the 
fans decried his weakness, pointing to the example 
of Valentino Rossi, riding just a few short weeks 
after suffering a double fracture of his lower leg. 
What the fans failed to take into account is the 
fact that the shoulder is both the most complex 
and the most fragile joint in the human body. The 


fact that we are capable of bowling a cricket ball 
or pitching a baseball is a miracle of evolutionary 
engineering, with bone attached loosely to socket 
by an intricate web of tendons, ligament, muscles 
and cartilage. It is easily damaged - especially 
when falling of a motorcycle at a hundred miles an 
hour - and very difficult to fix. 

Indeed, this joint came very close to ending Val¬ 
entino Rossi’s career. After Qatar 2010, Rossi fell 
heavily while training, damaging the tissue in his 
shoulder. Treatment by Dr. Costa did not solve the 
problem, and Rossi rode all that year with a weak 
shoulder. Some believe that the shoulder contrib¬ 
uted to his Mugello crash, as he tried to push too 
hard to catch Lorenzo in practice. Surgery at the 
end of 2010 was a success but even then it took 
nearly five months for him to be fully fit again. Un¬ 
fortunately, by that stage, he was riding the Ducati 


So spare a thought for Dani Pedrosa, as you revel 
in the afterglow of one of the best MotoGP races 
since, well, probably since Qatar last year. The 
Spaniard has had an astonishing career - he has 
more premier class wins than Schwantz, Rainey, 
Spencer, Roberts, Surtees, and is eighth in total 
wins in all classes - and has survived some in¬ 
credible setbacks. Fie has been bruised, battered, 
and broken bones in almost every part of his body. 
Fie has been thrown from his bike when his throt¬ 
tle stuck open, a terrifying experience for anyone. 
Fie has come back from all of these blows, and 
gone on to win at the very highest level. Despite 
intense pain and no strength or feeling in his right 
hand - a motorcycle racer's most important limb 
- he beat 19 other riders, and finished within ten 
seconds of the man many regard as the greatest 
motorcycle racer in history. Now, he could be laid 
low by a bundle of fibres in his arm. If he is forced 
to retire, it will not be for lack of courage. 




TREY CANARD, 

1ST PLACE 
OAKLAND SX. 
THANKS FOR THE 
INSPIRATION TREY! 
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450SX winner: Ryan Dungey, KTM 
250SX East winner: Marvin Musquin, KTM 
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KTM AGAIN AND THE WRITING IS NOT SO MUCH PAINTED ON 
THE WALL AS SPRAYED IN FIFTEEN FOOT LETTERS. DUNGEY 


AND MUSQUIN STAND ON THE EDGE OF A REMARKABLE 
DOUBLE AS AMA SX FINALLY PAUSES FOR EASTER. ST LOUIS 


WAS THE LATEST C TY TO FALL TO ORANGE 





T his 2015 Monster Energy Supercross sea¬ 
son hasn’t exactly turned out like many 
people thought it would. The series will sur¬ 
vive, even thrive, in years to come but when 
fans look back on this year’s competition as 
a whole, I think it will be met with a collective 
shrug of the shoulders rather than fond memo¬ 
ries. With Ryan Villopoto (he’s racing GP’s— 
please tell me you knew this?) and James 
Stewart (suspension) out of the picture it was 
thought that we’d see one hell of a tussle going 
right down to the wire with a whole bunch of 
young guns emerging as the next one. In fact, 
Feld Motosports, the series promoters, devoted 
a ton of screen time to the #whosnext tagline 
trying to get interest going. 

And you know the rest. Red Bull KTM’s Ryan 
Dungey has taken his biggest haul of wins 
since his first and only supercross champion¬ 
ship year with six, the kids of the series (Eli 
Tomac, Ken Roczen and Trey Canard) have 
made more mistakes than a top government 
official and Dungey, with his latest success in 
St Louis, is looking to possibly clinch the title 
with three rounds to go. Dungey’s in a weird 
spot, he’s not a kid by any means but he’s 
also not that old. Score one for the tweeners 
we suppose. The 250SX ‘coasts’ haven’t been 
much better with Marvin Musquin needing five 
points to clinch the East and Cooper Webb 
having more than a one-race lead in the points 
with two rounds left on the west side. 

Thirteen rounds down, four to go until the 
12-round Lucas Oil Motocross Series starts up 
and rather than bore you with the latest details 
of the latest Red Bull KTM team sweep this 
past weekend in St Louis, let’s take a broader 
look at the ups and downs of the contest in 
general. 


(UP) The Red Bull KTM team! Yeah, it wouldn’t 
be prudent to talk about the monotony of the 
series itself without praising those that are 
making it so. Roger De Coster’s squad is on 
another level out there. With the release of 
the “factory" KTM 450 and 250F’s, the or¬ 
ange crush gang have helped their riders set 
career-best marks. The machines are looking 
really great with holeshots aplenty, even from 
support team rider Andrew Short on his BTOS- 
ports.com squad and Dungey has credited the 
machine for his strong year. Makes you wonder 
if the Big Four OEM’s look at what KTM has 
been able to do, as well as the complete sell 
out of the factory production machines, and 
maybe step up their game with their produc¬ 
tion bikes. With Dungey and the injured Dean 
Wilson coming back next year and De Coster 
stating that they want to sign Musquin to a 
450SX deal for ‘16, this team could very well 
be on top next season as well. Right now they 
are dominating like Honda used to do. 

(DOWN) Crowds. Of course at this point of the 
season there’s no official crowd count out to 
see if it’s up or down and besides, one can¬ 
not rely on the inflated official attendance to 
make a judgement but to this veteran reporter, 
it seems that the spectator count hasn’t been 
as strong as years past. Feld added a sec¬ 
ond Atlanta SX hoping to take advantage of a 
typically very strong event but both races had 
figures that were so-so (bad weather didn’t 
help), Anaheim 2 and 3 were considerably 
down on past years as was Oakland which 
may have been hurt from a second race being 
held across the bay in a couple of weeks from 
now. And with all three series being locked up 
early, how will the crowds be at the remaining 
rounds? It seems that the lack of a dominant 
rider, lack of someone that may be larger than 
life has affected the turnout. Or maybe it’s just 
one of those years. Oh and speaking of super- 
stars... 





































(DOWN) James Stewart. With the suspension 
of the Yoshimura Suzuki rider and departure of 
the Jeremy McGrath record-tying consecutive 
SX title holder Villopoto, the series has lacked 
that little extra oomph. Stewart, who’s been at 
a few races signing for the fans, is win or lose, 
something special. Even if you’re not a fan of 
the #7, you can’t take your eyes off him. It’s 
been a long time since Stewart has won a title 
but it’s also been a while since he was as good 
as he was in supercross last season when he 
pushed Villopoto until four races to go when 
the Kawasaki kid decided enough was enough. 
Stewart’s second on the all-time SX wins list 
and although I wouldn’t have bet on him for 
the 2015 450SX title, I would’ve bet that he 
would’ve made it a whole lot more interesting. 
The series is poorer for not having the #7 on 
the line. 

(UP) Parity is here in both classes. Wait, before 
you say “What about the KTM boys that are 
dominating?” let me explain. After years of Jer¬ 
emy McGrath, Ricky Carmichael, Chad Reed, 
James Stewart and Ryan Villopoto and whatev¬ 
er rider is on Monster Pro Circuit being favored 
to win their respective series, it does seem 
like a lot of other teams and riders are sharing 
the top step. Dungey, as great as he has been, 
can be beaten by a few different riders if they 
stop making mistakes. And in the 250SX class, 
Pro Circuit hasn’t won this year and long-time 
podium stragglers like Star Yamaha, TLD KTM 
(then Honda), Rockstar Husky (or Suzuki be¬ 
fore) have turned the tables on Pro Circuit and 
GEICO Honda to a degree and the 250 class 
podium is often a rainbow of colours. This is 
all good for the sport people. 

(DOWN) Stale series. Not really any one’s 
fault but it’s time for supercross to look in 
the mirror and address some things that just 
haven’t been brought up enough. Like that 
drunk uncle that just starts slowly at the holi¬ 
day dinner, before you know it, he’s smashed 
and has a lampshade on his head. We’ve seen 
some injuries hit the series, as per usual, but 


it does seem like a lot of riders and teams are 
going around and finally asking why? No one 
involved in the series wants anyone to be hurt 
and it’s time for the promoters, the teams, the 
riders and most importantly the FIM and AMA 
to start to get on the same page and figure out 
what to do, if anything, to make the discipline 
safer. From governing bikes to the tracks to 
the rules to whatever- it's time for a look at 
the series in a broader scope to see if there’s 
something we can do. 

Oh and while you’re at it...how about a look at 
the points given out for mains or not given out 
for holeshots or fastest qualifiers. What about 
the format in general? Dungey clinching the 
series so early is not good for entertainment 
value and that’s what we’re all here for. Every 
significant sport out there has made some 
major changes to it’s formats or rules in the 
last 20 years and yet here we sit - mostly due 
to fractured leadership - doing the same basic 
things we did in 1986 in terms of points, laps 
run, tracks, etc, etc. 

It’s not all bad, I don’t want to paint a dooms¬ 
day scenario here - there’s plenty of good in 
the series this year if you look around - but 
the 2015 supercross season is not going to be 
remembered fondly for a number of reasons. 

I can also promise you that. Time to get to¬ 
gether and try to figure this out. Or maybe the 
riders can rise above everything else and make 
2016 memorable, we’ll just have to see. 
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Dungey on a lone path. It was a good weekend for 
Husqvarna with Max Nagl winning in MXGP and Ja¬ 
son Anderson making the breakthrough to the 450SX 
podium. The Red Bull KTM man however continues 
his stride to title No.2. RD now has 12 straight podium 
finishes and 69 for his career in just 95 starts... 



Another win for Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dun- 
gey, his sixth in the season and he’s on his 
way to his second 450SX championship of 
his career. We caught up to him long after the 
champagne was dry to get his thoughts on the 
night. 

You must be on top of the world right now. 
How are you feeling and how was the night? 

Tonight here in St. Louis was good. We started 
off practice, made a couple changes, some 
good, some not so good. Was able to find a 
good direction and by the last practice was 
able to put down some good laps and felt 
comfortable. We got the fastest qualifying time, 
which is ideal going into the night show. In 
the Heat race I got a good start and the heat 
race win. We had the fastest heat going into 
the main event so we got the first gate pick, 
which was awesome as well. I knew the start 
was going to be key in the main event. I was 
really hoping to nail it and execute it right and 
we were able to. Got in the lead right away 
and I really tried to focus on my opening laps, 
kind of getting away. About halfway was able 
to open up a good little decent gap, and from 
there just tried to maintain that all the way to 
the end and come away with the win. 


Did you happen to see Short out of your pe¬ 
ripheral doing a big endo? 

I didn’t. I left him a lot of room and I really 
don’t know what happened. I haven’t seen it. I 
knew he would probably triple up into the in¬ 
side like we all did, so I left him enough room 
but then he was too far behind my peripheral 
vision to see it. So all I saw was his bike and 
everything. I hope he’s okay. 

Finally the track: kind of fast, not many 
whoops tonight, tacky dirt. Did you like it? 

I did. It was kind of basic. We were all doing 
the same rhythm lane which when it’s like that 
it’s hard to make passes. I knew starts were 
going to be key tonight. But also lap times 
were real close, too. Everybody’s running that 
same kind of ideal time, so not making any 
mistakes is more important than ever. The lap 
times were kind of shorter. I thought they did 
an amazing job. The whoops weren’t much and 
it’s hard to build whoops with this soft of dirt, 
but the traction was going all night. It got rut¬ 
ted but it didn’t get too terribly rutted because 
the dirt was kind of dried out decently. Good 
traction, good fluff, was able to really push the 
tires. It was fast and it had a good flow. 
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This past weekend in St Louis, BTOSports 
KTM Andrew Short grabbed his series-high 
fourth holeshot of the season. The veteran’s 
night went downhill quickly after that as he 
endoed over a triple and was forced out of 
the race with a badly bent up bike. As always 
though the rider that Janies Stewart once 
coined “the smiley faced assassin” for his 
aggressive ways on the track and demeanour 
off it, was upbeat and happy to talk about his 
race and his motorcycle. 

Andrew, you had a good night tonight despite 
the crash because you’re walking out of here. 
Give us some insight on your evening... 

All day was pretty good for me. I kind of gelled 
with the track. Had great starts in the heat and 
was able to get my second heat race win of 
the year, which was really good for me and the 
team. Had a good feeling going into the main 
and got another holeshot which was great. I 
think that’s number five officially for the year. 
After that it’s kind of a blur. I had a big get-off. 
Initially I kind of thought something happened 
to the bike but now getting back here to the 
pits everything kind of checked out and they 
say it’s okay, which is good news. I don’t know 
what happened, honestly. Little sore obviously 
and especially now that the adrenaline’s go¬ 
ing away it hurts more. But I have a lot to be 
thankful for. I felt like I rode good today. I felt 
really motivated. At the same time, I’m ready 
for the break. Hang out with the kids and so 
some outdoor testing. Looking forward to what 
lies in the future with that as well. 

All year you’ve been riding better and better. 
Do you think that’s some of the bike or is it 
you getting more dialled? Or is a combination 
of both? 

For sure the bike definitely helps me. It’s more 
my style. I feel like my previous years with 
Honda I always really gelled with the bike and 
it handled really well. The KTM, sometimes I 
didn’t have that feeling but this new bike, it’s 
the best bike I’ve ever ridden in terms of com¬ 
fort and power and all those things. I think 


that’s been the biggest contributing factor for 
me riding well this year. Honestly this is my 
worst result I’ve had I think in my career on 
paper, but at the same time with the people 
I’m riding with, my results have been really 
good. It’s just been really up-and-down but the 
starts have been a lot of fun to pull the hole- 
shot like that. It kind of has everyone head- 
scratching which is cool, but at the same time 
I’d like to finish 20 laps strong. I’ve had a few 
5th places here and there but I’d like to try to 
get a little bit better than that and finish the 
season strong. 

You’ve made more than a few comments 
about the bike and how great it is and you 
seem to be jumping more things than ever 
before, and sooner, as well... 

I think a lot of it too is the bike, the biggest 
comfort thing. With the air suspension and 
working with those guys from Europe, I feel 
like that’s also another contributing factor with 
the comfort. Now I just need to get results. It 
seems like the last few weeks have been pretty 
rocky, but at least I know I can go to bed and 
know that I did everything I could and I tried 
my best and didn’t leave anything on the table. 
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Prodigy 

Adult features. Youth size. All new for 2015. 
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CHANG THAI ROUND 

BURIRAM - MARCH 22nd - RND 2 of 13 

Race one winner: Jonathan Rea, Kawasaki 
Race two winner: Jonathan Rea, Kawasaki 





TWO WEEKS SINCE SBK CONQUERED THAILAND (AND A 
WEEK AFTER MXGP ALSO RIPPED THROUGH THE COUNTRY'S 
TERRAIN)...CHECK OUT A FEW PICS FROM JR'S DOUBLE AND 
GRAEME BROWN'S VERDICT ON THE FIRST VISIT TO BURIRAM 


Photos by Graeme Brown, 
Milagro, Suzuki-racing.com 
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SBK THAILAND 


life 


Decent start to Leon Haslam’s turn 
with the RSV4 and after two rounds 
the former Grand Prix rider is now 
second in the standings 




Troy Bayliss heads riders almost half his age around 
the Chang International Circuit. The venue was only 
opened in 2014 after being designed by Hermann Til- 
ke’s firm; the same responsible for tracks like Sepang, 
Istanbul, COTA, Moscow and Buddh 
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SBK THAILAND 


Chaz Davies felt the heat at Buriram and was searching 
for top speed on the CIC straights. His 11-15 (including a 
crash) was a comedown after the double podium at Phil¬ 
lip Island. Suzuki meanwhile were able to feel optimistic 
about Alex Lowes’ speed and second race podium but 
Randy De Puniet struggled with his brakes and an en¬ 
gine problem in the second race meant a long trip east 
for relatively little return. Aragon is next on April 12 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@ontrackoffroad.com 
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THAI TRIP TICKS BOXES... 

By Graeme Brown 



I t was a trip into the unknown for many of us 
but the WSBK race at Buriram last week was 
deemed a success by more or less everyone in 
the paddock. 

The obvious downside was the 400km drive from 
Bangkok airport across rural Thailand but in real¬ 
ity it was fairly straight forward despite being a 
bit long. The town of Buriram itself was a strange 
mix of modernity with a brand new race track and 
football stadium, new hotels alongside the usual 
hustle, bustle, noise and smells of east Asia. 

On track the racing was a little bit of an anti¬ 
climax with not much elbow-to-elbow racing. 
Jonathan Rea seems to have fitted in at Kawasaki 
like Cindarella and her slippers. He has formed a 
really tight bond with his crew as well as the bike 
and it is bearing fruit. Tom Sykes on the other 
hand is finding things a little more difficult. His 
podium at the weekend was a deserved bonus for 
his hard work but it seems that he is having to 
adapt his riding style to the 2015 iteration of his 
bike. Almost like his own new slippers are a bit 
tight and need to be worn in. 

After his travails in Australia, Suzuki’s Alex Lowes 
found his mojo and could have had two podium 
places had it not been for a little youthful over¬ 
exuberance in race one. The speed is clearly there 
in bike and rider and it could be that he will be a 
regular visitor to the rostrum this year. 

Off track there were also meetings of the MSMA 
and the Superbike Commission over the weekend 
and most noticeable in attendance was Yamaha's 
Road Racing Project Manager, Andrea Dosoli. It 
appears more likely that Yamaha will return to the 


WSBK paddock in 2016 but there are still a num¬ 
ber of details in the regulations to be ironed out 
before they will confirm. Something I have spoken 
about previously seems to be on the horizon as 
well. There is a growing feeling that the series 
will ditch the current Superstock classes in favour 
of de-tuning current Superbike and Supersport 
machines to further trim costs, and introduce a 
smaller class of racing to accommodate the 250 
and 300cc 4-stroke bikes that Honda, Yamaha 
and Kawasaki currently produce in Asia. 

It is clear that there is a desire amongst the 
manufacturers to embrace these vibrant markets. 
Both Honda and Kawasaki teams were really keen 
to get pictures of the large crowd of fans they 
each had at the race to include in their market¬ 
ing reports to the European offices. Honda had 
around 1500 fans travel from Bangkok whilst Ka¬ 
wasaki brought over 150 guests for the weekend. 

Dorna and IRTA officials were also in town do¬ 
ing the investigation work for a potential MotoGP 
race. So far the signs are favourable. I think those 
of us in the business may be looking forward to 
some more exotic stamps in our passports. 

We also finally said farewell to Troy Bayliss as a 
Superbike racer. His comeback didn't quite have 
the sprinkle of fairy dust that everyone wanted. 
Having admitted to being a bit race rusty at Phil¬ 
lip Island the former World Champion turned in 
two solid performances at Buriram and out-raced 
his team-mate Chaz Davies in both outings. It 
was great to see him competing again. Even if he 
was not as aggressive and animated on the bike 
as he had been in the past I still love photograph¬ 
ing him in action. 
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One of MSR’s star athletes for 2015 is Red 
Bull KTM Extreme Enduro rider Jonny Walker. 
The Brit has already accrued some high 
profile success this year with victory at Hell’s 
Gate and The Tough One so we asked for 
some of his feedback on the new alliance with 
the American brand started by motorcycling 
icon Malcolm Smith and full of the off-road 
spirit when it comes to looks, functionality 
and performance. 


What were your thoughts on linking up with 
MSR? 

What attracted me was the passion they had 
for Enduro and with Malcolm’s link to enduro 
and rally in the past I thought it fitted togeth¬ 
er pretty well. I wear the Axxis - which is the 
entry-level gear - because it is thin and has 
this light quality to it. I was surprised at the 
amount of products they have [for enduro]. 
When you have your own sponsor then you 
tend not to look at other brands too much. 
The quality of the jackets is unbelievable. 


Any preferences so far? 

They seem to have everything. I liked the wa¬ 
terproof jackets that were also windproof and 
they are working on some clear jackets now. 
The gloves are really good quality as well and 
a good fit on my hands at least. They have 
some special enduro ones that have a carbon 
knuckle and a gel protection, which is great to 
stop you hitting your fingers on trees! 


What about the fit and rigidity of the prod¬ 
uct? Is there that much difference between 
the brands? 

Where I noticed a decent difference in the fit. 

I was using the Kini brand before and they 
seemed to be very baggy. The MSR pants are 
much better around the waist and leg. 


www.msrmx.com 
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Monster Energy Girls 
by Monster Energy 




‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
‘On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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